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Background S0x1
1. In discussing the status and productivity of Bulgerian asri-éu.l'bure one should
consider the basic fact that in sgricultural econouy this country is perhsps
one of the most overpopulated in all of Burope, if not the world. For example, -
one square kilometer of cultivated soil in Bulgeris employed 97 persons, For
similer activities the following are submitted in order to provide a comparison:
A. Hungery employs T2 persons per one square kilometer of cultivated soil
+ Ba Italy " 90 " ditto C
C. Germeny " 52 " ditto
D. TFrance " 48 " ditto
B, Wews M 30 " ditto
F. Us " 17 " ditto
In other words, for each pez"son engaged.'in agriculturs in Bulsaria, availeble
statistics disclose that he is allotted 152 Ares 5.756 acreg/ while in other
countries the following prevails:
A. In Rumanis & person similarly engaged is allotted 213 Ares
B. In Italy " tr n " " " 258 n"
Ce In Germsny " " ] " e " 352 "
D. In France !‘l " |! 14 " "o 450 I"
E. In UK "o " " " " 120) "
F. InUS noon " L T
. . . , 50X1
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2. Another factor which I deem extremely important in view of the present attempts

of the Communist Government of Bulgerle to engege in industrial endeavor is the

following: b /0 ILLEGIB
A. It was generally known throughout égrarian circles in Bulgarie prigr to
1945 that 68 percent of the total population was engeged in agricultural
. 50X1 work. Numerous gurveys had been conducted in prior years. I recall that
in conjunction with scientiste from the US, made seversl
gFurveys in order to asceriain what.proportion of the B
gh l 5 ] ely 3 50X1
50X1 S e 5 _—
O the Bulgerians engaged in were actually in such
stages of employment that the only as surplus lsbor.
In other words, 28 percent of puletion were unable

3

b,

5.

6.

to provide an adequate living or en adequate income for themselves. We
reallzed that new industries would eventually have to be esteblished where-
by this surplus lebor could be diverted into gainful and productive employ-
ment. '

Bs :Bulgarian.egriculture up ;to. 1945 provided produce far beyond the needsrof. .
the nation., Consequently, an emphasis was placed upon export. The Fheome
-derdvéd from the export of raw sgricultursl produce was never sufficient’ .
;to;saﬁisfy‘the.basiejfinancial‘heeQSuoflthe:farming‘element‘ K

8+, Beallzing that the economy.of Bulgarie wes intricafely intermeshed with . .
. -her agrieulturel.yleld, ;we concentrated on.the eventual egtablishmént: of...
Infustries in which:;awragricultural~mabefiams,could be manufastwred.or .-«
" developed into elthd ~.seml-finished ror rinished products: The ultimate -

N o

"..end ‘sought wes thei creation of new: sources of national income.. -. .. ..%.

To me, the above has an important connetédtion.for: when the Soyiet econony:
and Gommﬁniém.prevaileduinuBulgaria,.a pétential source of lebar which.they: .
could utilize'in their new forms of planning already existed. The previous -
28 perceént (or strplus laboring.element) wad ideslly suited to the Dropam
gandlzing schemes of the§New Order! In other words,:. this segment of the ...,
population realized full well that under the old Bulgerien economy their
future was Very dim. Subsequently (in my estimation)‘;g&f group was ready

and willing o accept.esonodic reform which weuld: provide™ Onithen 6 mew - .
dabor. outled. It.is my understanding that: the :Saviets, that is the Hilgare °
den Gommuniste, eve now: employing these peoples iu the fevelopment of -heavy .. -,
tndustry ¢~ they ewe definitely no longer: niggridulturel fields .of: work. ...

Major Food‘Gro§s4 T R

Mejor food crops. produced for domestic consumption in Bulgaria prior to World
War II and up to 1945 were wheat, corn and rye. In my estimation these three
were the most lmportant of all food crops. We d1d grow considerable amounts
of oats which we fed to our own livestock. Prior to World War IT we shipped
large quentities of corn and wheat to Western Europe. After these merkets
were closed, we proved to be one of Germany's largest producers or providers,

Exeeptioﬂgliy iarge quantiﬁies of todﬁﬁoég; tometo prodﬁmts,«?trawﬁefriéé;éhd
frults wére grown.. The frult yield was elways good and &s & eonsequence
excess ylelds were turned into various verieties of mermelades and Jellies.

Income Crops : B _ B

The lergest income crop in Bulgarie, perhaps number one in providing nationsl
income, was tobacco,. Corn mey have been & close second. Attar of roses,’
prarticulerly from Slivna Gore, was exported to various parts of the world,
but did not provide as large an income as was generally ettributed to this
item. Surprisingly, Bulgaria, up to 1945, was en exceptionslly large
producer of eggs. In fact, at one time one of Bulgeria's Ministers of
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"« -Agriculture stated that Bulgariah a.gricul'bural eebnomy should’ net ‘ignore ‘the
“fact that ‘egg production and egg sales were almost as lucretive ‘as thé/two
‘a.forementioned products.

50X1

T vBulgarian a.gricu]«.tural produc‘bion”under +the ‘New State: [ he - Gommunist S‘ca‘bj
has -de-emphasized the growth of the pre‘v‘iously mentloned crops end vegetebles
which in prior years had been -s0ld to’ Western Burope. It 'is my thought that-
the curtailment of such production was'done- under the direction of “the Soviet
Government because some -of the pe:iishabl ¥ield of Bulgariae could not be
exported to the Soviet Uniot praper”ii:_.v _’ 'uently, the agricultural inﬁ.ugtrfy .

of Bulgaria is now [i‘9557 res and needs. of the s
ILLEGIB USBd. - -

.Plan'b Diseases . ;‘

] . R I S LT
~ . H [R5 T

8. A constant sou:rce of haxaésment 'bo’ agricultural producers wee rust. Thigisr
infection affected the ceraals lizted sbove. Its primary victim was cosine
Rust, of course, is essentially dependent on the climate of s country for
its vitallty and development. I can recall that 1t was particularly bother-
some during ‘the periods of humidity which- most usvally ‘bégan. if the- Tatbd
part of April and ‘the eerly -part-of Ma.y. ‘In the' event thet himidity dié ‘ot
prevail d.uring those mon'bhs y we had no aiffieulty in QOmbattmg this dnfeetion.

D Another disee.se which wes prevalent up to 191;5 5. 8 diaee.se which attacked the
spores end seeds of kernels of corn turning ‘them black; was the Germin "Brent"
(T do'ndt recell the -Bulgarian nemé for this disease:) Brent and rust were
the two ‘most formid.able. In ord.er 1o ceﬂ% with thege diseases y Bulgarian
experimentel stations undertook: severe.l measu:ces. First they attempted “to
develop -a hew veriety of corn which ¥ould prove resistant to these afflictions
and secondly, they planned to develop corn which would ¥ield in & shorter

-*  growing period. I understénd tha&the Bolsheviks s.re ccntinuing thése
experiments -and have heard that 4 ¥ heﬁre been succ&ssful in carrying them
oubs

Eﬂerimental Ste:tion ‘- \

10. . Experimental ste.tions ‘are 1oca.'bed throushcu‘b Bu:l.ge.r\:‘.\é.“”it rould’ es-'bimate that

. there are from 30 to 40 eprea& throughiout ‘the’ country, Thied™dgithe : ‘lérger
experimental statiohs -are ‘located a.t Softie,- Sadovo and &t Lukovity’ Experi-
mentel stations have been’ esta.blished in'%he: sreas of greatest productictie
Bach station, of colwse, , specializes-in’ developing teehnical skill paraliel
to the types of crops produced. in given areas, i

ILLEGIB

Plant Pests ‘
11, T cen recall two plan‘b pes'bs wﬂich were prevalen'b in Bulgaria. One of 'bhese
1s whet we Bulgsrians called the Hobétnites [_Erasshepper ¢ Another animel
pest wes the well-knovm COlorado bus. This bug was at no time out of control
in the country -- we were always sucéessful in: con'brolling it. ‘I ubderstand
that under the SBoviet system almost all walks of 1life have been mobilized %o
combat the Coloredo bug., City dwellers, egricultural workers and students
engaged in collecting such insects: and bligs and alsé in assisting agrietils ¥
turlste generally. In my estimation, such ‘activity 'is the result of Soviet
successes In alerting the populetion of Biulgaria to so-called: blologleal!
werfare conducted by the 'Western imperialists’

12, The only disease or infection which I know that wight be considered as a

i constant threat-1s the battle with rusts The ‘severlty of rust y 88" previously
mentioned, 1s in direct proportion to the’ periods of humidity within: Bulga.rie..
In eother words, 1f during the last three weeks prior to harvest . Of ‘cori thHere
1s no humidity, rust can be con‘brolléd. -1g, » on the other hand, j:here is'a
period of humldity du:ring these last 'bhree weel:s 5. the struggle to save corn
A8 terrific. - - -

'
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'13. One of the most developed services.rendered by the Bulgarian State of tedmy,
. [1954] is its protection sgainmst plant disesses end insects, Onme would
neburally presume that the Ministry of Agriculture would be the chief orgen=
i ization concerned with plant protection. However » under the New State, sll
ergenizatlons and seryices which fall under its sdministration are called.
.upon to render. service against plant infegtion and disease.-- even the. mayors

50X1°

- of the towns and the leaders of the yilleges ere.held respomsible for such ILLEGIB

- protection, .

14, . The Ministry of Agriculture, provincisl sgriculturists and Bulgarien experie
mental stations form a nationwide ngtwerk: whigh descends from.the highest. N
level to the village unit. By virtue of such organization the detection of
any new diseases or lnfection reaches from the highest level to the lowest
very. rapldly.- Organizationally Bulgarie is divided into districts , sub-

‘dIstricts, and village units. In each of these categories are located public | EgB

“egronopes’ /agricultural speclelists. whose mission.ie to provide ‘agiicultural
seryilces,whenever needeﬂi, I do not know, what such people are' called.umder
the new-set-up, but. thelr work still continuess. A similar structure which

deals entirely with animal infection and one which is very. well developed. .
falls under the cognizance of the veterimary departments. which take their,

o

3

orders from the Ministry.of Agvicylture, . .

Treatment end Quarantine

15. With reference to the existence.of preperations -such as funglcides and
Insegticides, there is no Goubt in my mind thet they currently [ﬁ95£7'
exlst in sufficilent guentity within the gountry. It must be remembered
that Bulgerian agrieulture for many years was - under -the influence and thg;
assigtance of the Western.world,-partieulerly the US.. . A number of Bulgerian .
egricultural sclentists.who profited from US scholership funds are currently
engaged In teaching end directing sgriculture at theaUhiversity,of Sofias I
know definitely that up until 1945 there were existent in Sofis and the .,
border towns, particularly adjecent to Turkey, a number of well equipped
bacteriological stations. Actually the bacteriologicel statlions which were
located on the Turkish border served a twofold purpose. First, they inspected
and ‘eontrolled produce and products coming into the Balkens from Turkey which
1n turn reshipped products which she (murkey)-hqdfrecezvgéuﬂrom Asiae Actuslly,
these stations served gs a standard bearer- for .qther countzles. of Western Eurcpe
for whenever personnel et these stations evidenced a disease or.an - infestation,
they immediately dispatched such information to.the nelghboring gountries,

1

3

6. %"mﬁém{eq elvays functioned well in Bulgaris. In fact ,Q
we were most successful in preventing the spread of Turkish or Asian
enimal pests and crop infectlons to other perts of Burope. However, when
Soviet forces occupied the Balkans, particulerly in 1945 end 1946, they intro=-
duced diseases which were not common to Bulgarie, ;As an example,, they intrgw
duced & new verlety of hoof-and-moyth digesse vhich .we had never witnegged

before. They also introduced Siberian vgngrfqal;l. digeases which were registant

to modera antibiotice such as sulﬂp.,_‘.and;-pe;gig:iilin, v

Plant Pa’ckiologists

17. All the experimental stations in Bulgaeria were gtaffed with plant pathologists -
who had been treined at the Central Institute of the University of Sofis.
Uatil 1945 combet apeinat plant disedses was placed under the direction and
control of Prof ‘Dim:i;‘ber, Atencsoff. This professor had esteblished an
excellent reputetion in Europe in the field of plant pathology. In fact, he
was consldered an expert., He introduced US methods garnered from his own ;-
edycation while a student in the US and also trained all Bulgarien patholo= |
gists in the US pettern. I would sey thet, plant pathology under. Atancsoff ..
was highly developéd, so developed, in fach s that this field of science was
as effectlve es in any other Europeen country, . Professor Atanosoff must have
&t least 50 first class specialists todeay [f95&7 whom he personally has trained

. for the past twenty years -- all engeged in plant pathology.
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vIn reading today's Bulgerilaen newspapers and scientific .journais s 1 notice’
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that there has been a transitioz;‘ in Bulgar;an ‘bhought concerning agriculture.
Today ﬁ95£7 I notice constant mention of means employed in combatting

diseases., Such material even appears in the comies. .
: ' 50X1

Entomology _ o

-rate workers are available on a lerge scale. As I Previously mentioned,

special brigades are engaged to manually remove insecte from plant life (at -

‘that stege prior to mobility of plant bugs). In addition to manusl destruce

tion of bugs, chemlcal means are employed in combatting insects and other
forms of plant pesta. (I canpot recall the nemes of chemical preparations
used, but I am positive that the common US typés are well known because of

US influence.) I .cannot recall ‘the use of herbigides in controlling weeds

in cereai growth since World War II, but I am posltive that none were employed
up to 1945, : ' '

Genetics and Selection

Prior to Soviet influence, genetice and selection in both plant and animal
breeding were among the most developed fields in Bulgarian agricultursl
science and animel husbandry ~-=- thanks to the support of various US rvesearch
‘foundations. This sjtustion no longer preveils for Bulgerisn professional
men, both in veterinary end agricultiurel fields, issued & declaration in 1949
by which they renounced the Western philosophy of genetics. Further, they
apologized for having followed the crimingl prgqﬁ;gga of the Nazis and the
Westerners. After this ecknowledgment of guilt they overtly aligned them
selves with Michurinism, ecknowledging that- this was the valid philosophy
underlying genetics and selection. Today 159557 Mlchurinism is taught not
only on the higher educationsl plane, but it reaches down into the elementery
schoole 'becoming more intense as the student enters the middle schools [ﬁigh
schools/s

Bulggrian Students

The educetional requirements and standards of the University of Sofis up to
1945, perticularly in the department of egricultural sclence, were very high. .
Only TO top scholers from all of Bulgarls were admitted per year, These T0
had manifested thelr scholestic ability in middle schools prior to acceptance
by the faculty of the department of egriculture, Congequently, we had very
Tew fallures with the result that esch year we graduated approximately 70
top~flight egriculture specialists. With the inception of the New Bulgarien
State this situation hes ridiculously retrogressed for under the new system
hundreds upen hundreds of students with relatively no background have been
permitted to enter, I believe that in either 1952 or 1953 the enrollment in
the agricultural college wes epproximetely 1500 students. A number of Soviet
professors were admitted to the faculty and, as I understand, most of them
were not qualified people. The result is obvious. The level of instruction
end caliber of students hes been woefully weakened with the result that meny
non-qualified people are working in the field., The Soviets, of course, in
creating this situastion heve not deviated from theilr well-known adage:
"Quantity mekes quality".

- end =
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